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longer thanking you for your last favours, particularly for
your notes on two publications of mine, though, as I have
told you, Sir, I am too old to think of making any additions
to them. Por my tragedy, you do it too much honour, and
give yourself a great deal too much trouble about -it, and
if the bookseller will print it, I had rather he printed it
faultily, than that you should take the pains to correct the
press. I much approve of your scheme for promoting
painting in Ireland, and heartily wish success both to your
plan and to the art there. Indeed, as your country seems
in earnest in setting about improving and aggrandizing
itself, and has already done itself honour by its public
buildings, I have no doubt but painting will flourish as
much as architecture.

The college for old maids is a very benevolent idea,
but I am not well enough acquainted with Ireland to
judge whether it is a practicable one.

Dr. Young's treatise is very ingenious indeed, and his
arguments very satisfactory. I never did believe that Gothic
architecture was of Moorish or Saracenic origin, being very
unlike to the drawings I have seen from buildings of either
people; still less do I attribute Gothic to the Saxons, who
never invented anything but a barbarous mode of cor-
rupting language.

I have thought that the intersection of regular arches
may have suggested the idea of pointed ones, whenever
or wherever that form was first adopted. Dr. Young's
defence of its strength pleases me extremely, and I wish
his arguments may recommend it as successfully as I think
they ought to do.

One opinion I have, which is, that the florid Gothic owes
its beautiful improvements to England alone ; nor do I know
parallel samples but in some few cathedrals in France in
provinces that were subject to us. Had the style originated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